
KIDS & FAMILY

BRANDED

VR & TECH

TURNING THE TABLES
9 X 5-MINUTES SCRIPTED EPISODES
When her best friend ghosts her, classically trained pianist Jay is left on the 
hook for rent and at a complete loss as to why her best friend Grace ditched 
her. Scrolling back through their texts together looking for clues Jay discovers 
that Grace was leading a double life as an underground EDM DJ. She follows 
her friend down a rabbit hole into an unfamiliar underground music scene. 
Instead of finding her friend she winds up finding herself, but at what cost?

GAMIFYING PEDIATRICS 
Shaftesbury is a leader in media innovation in Canada, with an approach 
that utilizes the company’s strength in narrative story creation and 
applies that expertise to new formats and new technologies. Working in 
collaboration with leading Canadian pediatric healthcare professionals and 
researchers, Shaftesbury focuses on the use of immersive media to relieve 
stress experienced by children undergoing medical procedures and surgery, 
and as therapeutic support tools. A member of Microsoft’s partner network, 
Shaftesbury continues to forge new partnerships with a product release 
currently slated for early 2020.

Partners:

MIIKSHI
49 X 7-MINUTES
Miikshi follows the adventures of a shy 
but genius sheep scientist who saves 
the world one day at a time. Brought to 
life through hand puppets and model 
miniature effects, the live action series 
provides a strong female role model for a 
generation of STEAM-loving kids.

STINKY SCIENCE
26 X 3-MINUTES
Smelly Socks. Stinky Cheese. Rotting 
Garbage. Gross! … Or is it? There’s a lot 
more to bad smells than meets the eye, er, 
nose. There’s also SCIENCE! Learn all about 
what makes a smell … well…smell. How your 
nose knows when danger is near. Which 
creatures have the best senses of smell, the 
world’s stinkiest stinks. Take a deep breath 
and dive into the science behind the stinks.

BELLA DANCERELLA 
13 X 22-MINUTES
Based on the Toy Of The Year award-
winning global brand. The live-action 
series stars Bobbi, a curious 10-year-old 
girl whose life is changed forever the day 
Bella Dancerella, a brilliant young dancer, 
lands on her doorstep. The series expands 
across social media channels, events and 
merchandise, and will be everywhere little 
dancers want to be.

THE SOLUTIONEERS
10 X 5-MINUTES
Scripted live action series following a 
group of budding coders and inventors. 
This group of young friends use their 
STEAM smarts to tackle challenges 
in life, school, and friendship. Despite 
their differences, they know one thing: 
problems are really just opportunities to 
figure out solutions!

Partners: 

DYLEN POSTNIKOFF
VP, Global Brand Strategy
dpostnikoff@shaftesbury.ca

JANE COLLINS
PR, Executive
jcollins@shaftesbury.ca

JENNIFER MCCANN
Executive Producer, 
Kids & Family
jmccann@shaftesbury.ca

CHRISTINA JENNINGS
Chairman & CEO
cjennings@shaftesbury.ca

TED BIGGS
VP, Convergent / Technology
tbiggs@shaftesbury.ca

ALEXANDRA FINLAY
Senior Director, 
Creative & Co-Productions
afinlay@shaftesbury.ca

Shaftesbury is an award-winning creator and producer of original content for television, film, and digital. 
Shaftesbury’s current slate includes 13 seasons of Murdoch Mysteries for CBC and UKTV, three seasons 
of detective drama Frankie Drake Mysteries for CBC and UKTV, three seasons of critically acclaimed 
horror series Slasher for Netflix, two seasons of Hudson & Rex for Citytv/Rogers Media, and several new 
primetime series, including Departure for Global/Corus Entertainment and NBC Universal, Dead Still for 
RTÉ, Acorn TV, and Citytv/Rogers, and The Sounds for CBC, Acorn TV, and Sky NZ. Shaftesbury’s branded 
division produces original entertainment projects for brands, including the global phenomenon Carmilla 
for U by Kotex/Kimberly-Clark and Turning the Tables for göt2b®/Henkel. Shaftesbury’s technology division 
works with leading healthcare institutions and researchers to explore and develop clinical applications 
for immersive media experiences including augmented and virtual reality.
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DEPARTURE
6 X 1-HOUR DRAMA
Departure is a six-part event series that follows the investigation into the shocking 
disappearance of Flight 716, a passenger plane that vanishes over the Atlantic 
Ocean. Brilliant investigator Kendra Malley (Emmy Award® winner Archie 
Panjabi) is brought in by her mentor Howard Lawson (Academy Award® winner 
Christopher Plummer) to lead the team looking into the crash. Still devastated by 
the recent death of her husband and struggling to parent her troubled stepson, 
Kendra isn’t sure she’s up to the task. With the whole world watching, Kendra 
and her team must race to find the missing aircraft and rescue possible survivors. 
Each new discovery only deepens the mystery surrounding the disaster, revealing 
a host of suspects and motives: pilot suicide, terrorism, systems failure, politically 
motivated murder. Battling forces conspiring to undermine the investigation, 
Kendra must find the truth of what really happened to Flight 716… and stop it from 
happening again. 

Partners: 

DEAD STILL
6 X 1-HOUR DRAMA
Dublin, 1880. The practice of memorial portraiture is at the height of its popularity – that is, 
the portrait photography of the recently deceased. As renowned memorial photographer 
Brock Blennerhasset (Michael Smiley) expands his business with the help of his would-be 
actress niece Nancy Vickers (Eileen O’Higgins) and assistant Conall Molloy (Kerr Logan), 
someone with more sinister designs is getting in on the death photography game. A serial 
killer is cashing in on the sordid, developing taste for ‘snuff’ imagery – pictures of people in 
their death throes. The murders escalate and Detective Frederick Regan (Aidan O’Hare) of 
the Dublin Metropolitan Police suspects that Ireland may have its first serial murderer at large. 
As Blennerhasset becomes a possible suspect and his family is put in harm’s way, they must 
track down the serial killer before he strikes again.

Partners: 

THE WEATHER GIRL MYSTERIES
10 X 1-HOUR DRAMA
Mystery, misdeeds, and weather. The Weather Girl Mysteries, inspired by the popular 
Japanese series The Weather Girl Knows, features too-strange-not-to-be-true mysteries 
that are solved by a tech-savvy female firebrand with a troubled past. Harriet uses 
her predictive skills and meteorological knowledge to help a rookie detective solve a 
series of bizarre, visually striking crimes. Along the way, she manages to heighten our 
awareness of increasingly bizarre weather patterns. Who knew – there’s more to a freak 
storm than just the towering cumulus?

Partners: 

THE SOUNDS
8 X 1-HOUR THRILLER
An eight-part psychological thriller from best-selling New Zealand author 
Sarah-Kate Lynch and directed by Peter Stebbings, The Sounds is set against 
the stunning backdrop of New Zealand’s South Island and the exotic landscape 
of Marlborough Sounds. When Maggie (Rachelle Lefevre) and Tom Cabbott 
(Matt Whelan) move to the town of Pelorus to escape the oppressive influence 
of Tom’s family, they plan to start a new business venture that will reinvigorate 
the local economy and set them on a new life path. But when Tom disappears, 
unsettling facts about him soon come to light, and the search brings long-
buried wounds to the surface. As Maggie struggles to navigate the escalating 
events, it becomes clear that in this small, seemingly close-knit community, 
nothing and no one is quite what they seem.

Partners: 

HUDSON & REX
32 X 1-HOUR POLICE PROCEDURAL
2 SEASONS
Detective Charlie Hudson (John Reardon), a cunning Major Crimes detective for the 
St. John’s Police Department, teams up with an unusual partner – Rex (canine Diesel 
vom Burgimwald), a former-K9 German Shepherd, whose heightened senses keep 
Charlie hot on the trail of his suspects. Together, they investigate puzzling crimes, 
from a kidnapping which reveals a much larger conspiracy at play to an art theft 
murder which runs deep into the world of high society. With Charlie’s deft detective 
work and Rex’s keen canine senses, this crime-fighting pair is unstoppable. Hudson & 
Rex is the English-language adaptation of the highly successful European format that 
aired in 125 countries around the world for 18 seasons.

Partners: 

MURDOCH MYSTERIES
210 X 1-HOUR MYSTERY DRAMA
13 SEASONS
Canada’s most successful and longest-running drama Murdoch Mysteries is a hit 
for CBC and broadcasters around the world with compelling mysteries, unique 
slices of turn-of-the-century history, ingenious inventions and character drama. 
Set in Toronto at the dawn of the 20th century, Murdoch Mysteries explores the 
world of Detective William Murdoch (Yannick Bisson), a methodical and dashing 
detective who pioneers innovative forensic techniques to solve some of the city’s 
most gruesome murders.

Partners: 

FRANKIE DRAKE MYSTERIES
31 X 1-HOUR DETECTIVE DRAMA 
3 SEASONS
Set in 1920s Toronto, Frankie Drake Mysteries follows the city’s only female private 
detectives, Frankie Drake (Lauren Lee Smith) and her partner Trudy Clarke 
(Chantel Riley) as they fight crime with the help of keen police morality officer 
Mary Shaw (Rebecca Liddiard) and spirited morgue attendant Flo Chakowitz 
(Sharron Matthews). In a time of change and hopefulness, their gender is their 
biggest advantage as they defy expectations and rebel against convention. They 
are new detectives for a new world – but is the world ready for them?

Partners: 

BECOMING ALEX
8 X 1-HOUR DRAMA
Before Alex became the biggest country star in North 
America, she was a small town teenage girl, and like most 
teenagers, looking for meaning and direction in her life. 
Becoming Alex is a look back before the fame, bestselling 
albums, and sold-out concerts. It’s the story of heartache, 
friendship, romance, music, and the ultimate triumph of 
coming of age and following your dreams.

Partner: 

CARMILLA  
13 X 1-HOUR SUPERNATURAL DRAMA
Based on Shaftesbury’s hit digital series with 78+ million 
views, the classic gothic tale is re-envisioned for the 21st 
century. In this primetime adaptation, Carmilla’s all-female 
clan of vampires is being hunted by an order sworn to 
destroy these immortal women. While seeking refuge, 
brooding bad ass and reluctant vamp Carmilla Karnstein 
meets upbeat, keen journalist Laura Hollis. Sparks fly, and 
the couple must struggle with the everyday realities of 
their interspecies relationship – while investigating the 
death of a friend.

HOW TO HANG A WITCH  
13 X 1-HOUR YA SUPERNATURAL DRAMA
Based on the New York Times bestselling novel How to 
Hang a Witch. When Samantha Mather is forced to 
move from New York City to her family home in sleepy 
Salem, Massachusetts, she quickly discovers that her 
family lineage puts her in a group of undesirables – 
Sam is a descendant of one of the men responsible for 
the Salem Witch Trials. With the popular girls at school 
all descendents of the persecuted witches, Sam is 
immediately in their crosshairs. Add mysterious illnesses, 
a handsome ghost intent on her leaving town, and a 
centuries-old curse, Sam must find a way to work with 
those who hate her to stop a deadly cycle that has been 
going on since the first accused witch was hanged.

W E AT H E R  G I R L
M Y S T E R I E S

T H E

CURRENT NEW & AVAILABLE IN DEVELOPMENT FRANCHISES
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